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What	Are	Students	Up	Against?	

1.  	LA	Times	
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/lanow/2013/01/college-admission-may-get-easier-as-the-ranks-of-high-school-
graduates-drop.html	

2.  	US	Department	of	Education.	National	Center	for	Education	Statistics	
3.  	NACAC:	2011	State	of	College	Admissions	

•  An	estimated	3.2	million	students	graduated	
from	American	high	schools	in	2014.1	

Student	
population	is	

growing	

•  The	percent	of	students	enrolling	directly	to	
degree-granting	institutions	continues	to	rise.		In	
2016,	projected	enrollment	in	degree-granting	
institutions	will	exceed	21	million	students.2	

Enrollment	is	
growing	



A	College	Degree	is	Important	





How	Do	They	Choose?	
Factors	inXluencing	college	admissions	

•  Grade	point	average		
•  SAT/ACT	scores	
•  Courses	taken	
•  Extra-curricular	activities/community	

service	
•  Essay/personal	statemd SpA Pkwae

•

 







A	Closer	Look	at	the		

New	SAT	and	

ACT	



The	NEW	SAT	as	of	March	2016	

•  Charts	and	graphs	throughout	the	test	







•  75	quesDons/45	minutes	
•  Largest	raw	number	of	quesDons	on	the	test	

– 75	out	of	a	total	215	quesDons	

• 



Mathematics	
•  60	quesDons/60	minutes	
•  Broken	into	three	categories:	

– Pre-Algebra/Elementary	Algebra	
•  Number	properDes,	percent,	averages	

–  Intermediate	Algebra/Coordinate	Geometry	
•  Linear	equaDons,	exponents,	polynomials	

– Plane	Geometry/Trigonometry	
•  Lines,	angles,	quadrilaterals,	sine,	tangents	
	





Science	
•  40	quesDons/35	minutes	
•  QuesDons	are	based	on:	



Writing	(Optional)	

•  Your essay will be evaluated based on the evidence that 
it provides of your ability to: 

•  analyze and evaluate multiple perspectives on a 
complex issue 

•  state and develop your own perspective on the issue 
•  explain and support your ideas with logical reasoning 

and detailed examples 
•  clearly and logically organize your ideas in an essay 

•  Scale of 1-36 and four writing domain 
scores (Ideas and Analysis, Development 
and Support, Organization, and Language 
Use and Conventions), each scored on a 
scale of 2-12. 



How	Do	You	Get	a	Leg	Up?	

•



Know	
the	
Test	

Know	Yourself	As	a	Test	Taker	
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Test	
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How	Do	You	Prepare?	



•  September	
–  Continue	PSAT	prep	
–  Register	for	the	PSAT	
–  Study	and	get	good	grades	
–  Sign	up	for	Advanced	Placement	

courses	
–  Stay	involved	in	community	and	

school	activities	
–  Apply	for	leadership	roles	in	

school	activities	
–  Meet	with	your	guidance	

counselor	

•  October/November	
–  Take	the	PSAT	
–  Determine	whether	you	will	take	

the	SAT	or	the	ACT	
•  December	

–  Begin	test	preparation	

•  Spring	
–  Ask	teachers	to	write	

recommendations	
–  Take	the	SAT	or	ACT	exam	
–  Visit	colleges	
–  Plan	to	take	the	SAT	Subject	Tests	
–  Research	scholarship	opportunities	
–  Attend	college	fairs	

If	you	are	a	JUNIOR	

•  Summer	after	junior	year	
–  Begin	writing	college	essays	
–  If	you	are	not	satisXied	with	your	

score,	prepare	to	retake	the	exam	
–  Complete	applications	for	early	

admission	
–  Volunteer,	work	or	take	a	course	

The	College	Admission	Timeline	





QUESTIONS?!
!

Remember…	Prepare.	Achieve.	Succeed.	
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